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*An epoch
in Indian
history'

Loyalty
and

discontent
of the
Muslims

powerful movement in the short time at our disposal, we must
expedite matters/' In his Presidential address at Occan^d,*
Congress (1923) Maulana Muhammad Ali rightly characterised
this deputation as a u command performance.1'1 Maulana
Shibli observed in the Muslim Gazette of Lucknow, "The
object of the Simla deputation was, and it was frankly
expressed, to get a share for the Muslims in the political rights
obtained by the Hindus. ...Day and night its (Muslim
League's) constant refrain is that the Muslims are oppressed
by the Hindus and so they must be given safeguards. We do
not underestimate the importance of the Simla deputation. It
was the biggest show staged on the communal platform."

The All-India Muslim League was formed on December 30,
1906, exacdy 90 days after the Viceroy's reception of the Simla
deputation. The objects of the League were defined as follows:

" (a) To promote among the Mussalmans of India feelings
of loyalty to the British Government and to remove any mis-
conception that may arise as to the intention of the Govern-
ment with regard to any of its measures.

(I?) To protect and advance the political rights and
interests of the Mussalmans of India and to respectfully re-
present their needs and aspirations to. the Government,

(c) To prevent the rise, among the Mussalmans of India,
of any feeling of hostility towards other communities without
prejudice to the other afore-mentioned objects of the League,'*!

This has been a very eventful day ; as someone
said to me, "an epoch in Indian history/' We are
aware of the feeling of unrest that exists throughout
India, and the dissatisfaction that prevails amongst
people of all classes and creeds. The Mahommedan
population, which numbers sixty-two millions, who
have always been intensely loyal, resent not having
proper representation, and consider themselves slighted
in many ways, preference having been given to the
Hindus. The agitators have been most anxious to
foster this feeling and have naturally done their utmost
to secure the co-operation of this vast community.
The younger generation were wavering, inclined to
throw in their lot with the advanced agitators of the
Congress, and a howl went up that the loyal Mahom-

1 See Indian Constltutiond Documents, Vol. III.